
 

CONTACT ELECTRIC SAFETY NEWSLETTER FOR APRIL 2015 
 

AVALANCHE ACID HAULING LTD. is committed to their safety program and the compliance with all 

regulatory requirements as defined in the Commercial Vehicle Safety, Commercial Vehicle Certificate 

and Insurance, and all other applicable regulations as pertaining to Avalanche Acid Hauling Ltd. 

operations and NSC commercial vehicles in our fleet 

 

It is the responsibility of Avalanche Acid Hauling Ltd. President to ensure that all aspects of the safety 

program are implemented and maintained in accordance with the applicable regulations and safety 

laws 

 

Management will ensure that all drivers of company vehicles: 

 comply with all regulations and safety laws 

 comply with all company safety work practices and procedures 

 comply with all Hours of Service rules and complete training in such 

 comply with all Log Book regulations and complete training in such 

 comply with all Trip Inspection rules and complete training in such 

 understand all conditions and requirements of the load securement rules and complete 

training in such 

 understand the importance of fatigue management and complete training in such 

 understand the importance of journey management and complete training in such 

 review and comply with all weight, dimension and permit requirements and complete 

training in such 

 comply with all items identified under Avalanche Acid Hauling Ltd. Safe Driving Policy 

 understand what is to be done in the event of an emergency or accident, how to complete 

required documentation and complete training in such 

 partake in yearly driver's road tests 

 partake in ongoing on-the-job training 

 

SAFETY TOPICS 
 

P.1- Managements 

Commitement to safety 

P.2-6 Pre-trip training review 

P.7 – Conoco safety alert 

P.8-9 – Lease spill safety alert 

P.10-11 – Tony main rollover 

P.12 – Why TDG in pace  

P.13-14 – Hazard id review 

 

 

 

ENSURE ALL EMPLOYEES AND SUB-CONTRACTORS WORKING FOR AVALANCHE ACID REVIEW THIS NEWSLETTER. 
IT IS A KEY PART OF OUR SAFETY PROGRAM 

MONTHLY HEALTH & SAFETY NEWSLETTER  
FEBUARY 2018 VOL.02 

SAFETY SUGGESTIONS/CONCERNS 

If there is a topic or item that you 
would like either reviewed in a 

monthly newsletter or discussed at 
the quarterly safety meetings; 
please fill out suggestions and 

concerns form and please drop a 
note in the Safety Basket and we 
will do our best to accommodate 

your safety requests. 

Proud Members Of 
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PRETRIP INSPECTION TRAINING 
Module 1: Preparing Yourself for a Pre-Trip Inspection 

Personal Pre-trip/Shift Inspection 
- Have you had adequate rest 
- Have you abstained from alcohol and/or drugs for the past eight hours 
- Are you in a defensive driving attitude 
- Are you physically fit 
- Is your appearance neat 
- Am I fit for duty 
- If you answer NO to one or more of the above, notify your supervisor immediately 
- If you answer yes to all of the above, have a safe shift 
Important Things to Know Regarding Pre-Trips: 

1. Pre-Trips are good for 24 hours then a new pre-trip must be completed 
2. Commercial vehicles must have a copy of schedule 1 inside the cab at all times 
3. Drivers must keep a copy of pre-trip inspection performed for that day 
4. Drivers must monitor their vehicle throughout their shift and if new defects are found they must be documented on the pre-trip 

for that day 
5. Major defects must be reported immediately and the vehicle is not to be operated 
6. Pre-trips must be at handed in at the latest 20 days from completion 
7. Vehicle inspections need to be retained for at least 6 months 

Module 2: Completing The Pre Trip 

A person conducting an inspection in accordance with Schedule 1 or 2 or 3 shall prepare a report in a written or an equivalent 
electronic format that contains the following information:  
i. licence plate or unit number(s) of the vehicle(s);  
ii. motor carrier's name;  
iii. date and time of inspection;  
iv. city, town, village or highway location where the inspection was performed;  

v.a statement signed by the person conducting the inspection and by the person driving the vehicle (if different than the 
person inspecting the vehicle) that the vehicle(s) identified on the report has(have) been inspected in accordance with 
applicable requirements;  

vi. the legible printed name of the person conducting the inspection; and  
vii. odometer reading (if equipped).  

Dot Recommended Inspection Guidelines 
Vehicle Inspection 
- Is your vehicle clean inside and out 
- Is an under the hook check required 
- Is it mechanically fit for the job 
- Is it legal for weight and distribution 
- Check service brakes including trailer brake connections 
- Check parking (hand) brake 
- Drive unit away from the dock, then do a complete walk around 
- Check steering mechanism 
- Check all lights, connections and reflectors 
- Check all tires, wheels and rims 
- Check horn, windshield wipers and rear vision mirror 
- Check emergency equipment (flares, first aid kit and fire extinguisher) 
- Check van doors and latches 
- Check load securing devices 
Fifth Wheel Check 
- Check fifth wheel mounting 
- Check operation and position of fifth wheel locking handle 
- Check locking block to ensure it is engaged 
- Check lower coupler plate for proper connection and condition 
- Ensure enough lubrication is on the fifth wheel 
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Tractor – Trailer Pre-Trip Inspection 
Approach Vehicle 
- Look for oil/coolant/fuel/cargo leakage under vehicle 
Enter Cab 
-     Use three point mount/dismount 
- Start engine and build air to 90 – 100 psi 
- Steering wheel free play exceed 30 deg. 
- Gauges/warning lights normal 
- Pump brakes down to 55 psi to test low air warning lights/buzzer 
- Recharge to 90 – 100 psi and release parking brakes 
- With engine idling, use foot valve to apply all brakes for one minute.  After the initial pressure drop, gauge pressure should not decrease 
- Re-apply parking brakes 
- Blow horn(s) 
- Washer/wipers work, windshield cracked 
- Test defroster blower 
- Charged extinguisher, reflector triangles (flares) and first aid kit on board 
- Adjust seat and check mirror alignment 
- Turn on 4-way flasher and low beams 
Walk Toward Rear on Left Side 
- Make sure glad hands are tight 
- Check air lines for wear or damage 
- Visual check tractor brakes, suspension and frame; any cracks in drums, frame rails, or springs 
- Left side wheels/tire damage; buts loose or missing; crack in wheel or rim 
- Ensure that fuel tank cap(s) and crossover line are secure 
- 5th wheel release lever latched and pin properly engaged 
- Landing gear fully raised 
- Sliding tandem locked 
- Burned out lights or broken reflectors 
- Spare tire rack/tire secure 
- Trailer brakes, suspension and frame seem OK; no cracks, etc. 
Rear of Trailer 
- Door/tie downs secure 
- Flashers working 
Walk Towards Front on Right Side 
- Make sure glad hands are tight 
- Check air lines for wear or damage 
- Visual check tractor brakes, suspension and frame; any cracks in drums, 
-  frame rails, or springs 
- Left side wheels/tire damage; buts loose or missing; crack in wheel or rim 
- Ensure that fuel tank cap(s) and crossover line are secure 
- 5th wheel release lever latched and pin properly engaged 
- Landing gear fully raised 
- Sliding tandem locked 
- Burned out lights or broken reflectors 
- Spare tire rack/tire secure 
- Trailer brakes, suspension and frame seem OK; no cracks, etc. 

 
Facing Tractor 
- Are headlights and flashers working 
 
Back in Cab 
-     Use three point mount/dismount 
- Turn off flashers 
- High beams work, if unsure get out and look 
- Release parking brakes 
- Set the trolley valve, if equipped, and gently pull forward to 

test the 5th wheel connection 
 
When Hauling on the Highway 
- Schedule in check and rest stops 
- Ensure you have proper vehicle and load documentation 

Ensure your log book is up to date, with no discrepancies 
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A COPY OF THIS SCHEDULE MUST BE PRESENT IN ALL TRUCKS!!! 

Schedule 1 – Truck, Tractor & Trailers 
This schedule applies to trucks, tractors and trailers or combinations thereof exceeding a registered gross vehicle weight of 4500 kg. 

Air Brake System 

Defect(s) 

 Audible air leak. 

 Slow air pressure build-up rate. 
 

Major Defect(s) 

 Pushrod stroke of any brake exceeds the adjustment limit. 

 Air loss rate exceeds prescribed limit. 

 Inoperative towing vehicle (tractor) protection system. 

 Low air warning system fails or system is activated. 

 Inoperative service, parking or emergency brake. 

Cab 

Defect(s) 

 Occupant compartment door fails to open. 

Major Defect(s) 

 Any cab or sleeper door fails to close securely. 

Cargo Securement 

Defect(s) 

 Insecure or improper load covering (e.g. wrong type or flapping 
in the wind). 

Major Defect(s) 

 Insecure cargo. 

 Absence, failure, malfunction or deterioration of required cargo securement device 
or load covering. 

Coupling Devices 

Defect(s) 

 Coupler or mounting has loose or missing fastener. 

Major Defect(s) 

 Coupler is insecure or movement exceeds prescribed limit. 

 Coupling or locking mechanism is damaged or fails to lock. 

 Defective, incorrect or missing safety chain/cable. 

Dangerous Goods 

 Major Defect(s) 

 Dangerous goods requirements not met. 

Driver Controls 

Defect(s) 

 Accelerator pedal, clutch, gauges, audible and visual indicators 
or instruments fail to function properly. 

 

 Driver Seat 

Defect(s) 

 Seat is damaged or fails to remain in set position. 

Major Defect(s) 

 Seatbelt or tether belt is insecure, missing or malfunctions. 

Electric Brake System 

Defect(s) 

 Loose or insecure wiring or electrical connection. 

Major Defect(s) 

 Inoperative breakaway device. 

 Inoperative brake. 

Emergency Equipment & Safety Devices 

Defect(s) 

 Emergency equipment is missing, damaged or defective. 

 

Exhaust System 

Defect(s) 

 Exhaust leak. 

Major Defect(s) 

 Leak that causes exhaust gas to enter the occupant compartment. 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE 
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Defect(s) 

 Exhaust leak. 

Major Defect(s) 

 Leak that causes exhaust gas to enter the occupant compartment. 

Frame and Cargo Body 

Defect(s) 

 Damaged frame or cargo body. 

Major Defect(s) 

 Visibly shifted, cracked, collapsing or sagging frame member(s). 

  

Fuel System 

Defect(s) 

 Missing fuel tank cap. 
 

Major Defect(s) 

 Insecure fuel tank. 

 Dripping fuel leak. 

General 

 Major Defect(s) 

 Serious damage or deterioration that is noticeable and may affect the vehicle’s safe operation.  

Glass and Mirrors 

Defect(s) 

 Required mirror or window glass fails to provide the required view to the 
driver as a result of being cracked, broken, damaged, missing or 
maladjusted. 

 Required mirror or glass has broken or damaged attachments onto 
vehicle body. 

 

Heater/Defroster 

Defect(s) 

 Control or system failure. 

Major Defect(s) 

 Defroster fails to provide unobstructed view through the windshield. 

Horn 

Defect(s) 

 Vehicle has no operative horn. 

 

Hydraulic Brake System 

Defect(s) 

 Brake fluid level is below indicated minimum level. 
 

Major Defect(s) 

 Parking brake is inoperative 

 Brake boost or power assist is inoperative. 

 Brake fluid leak. 

 Brake pedal fade or insufficient brake pedal reserve. 

 Activated (other than ABS) warning device. 

 Brake fluid reservoir is less than ¼ full. 

Lamps and Reflectors 

Defect(s) 

 Required lamp does not function as intended. 

 Required reflector is missing or partially missing. 
 

Major Defect(s) 

When lamps are required: 

 Failure of both low-beam headlamps. 

 Failure of both rearmost tail lamps. 
At all times: 

 Failure of a rearmost turn-indicator lamp. 

 Failure of both rearmost brake lamps. 

Steering 

Defect(s) 

 Steering wheel lash (free-play) is greater than normal. 

Major Defect(s) 

 Steering wheel is insecure, or does not respond normally. 

 Steering wheel lash (free-play) exceeds required limit. 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE 

IF MAJOR DEFECTS ARE FOUND THE TRUCK OR TRAILER DOES NOT MOVE UNTIL FIXED  
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Suspension System 

Defect(s) 

 Air leak in air suspension system. 

 Broken spring leaf. 

 Suspension fastener is loose, missing or broken. 

Major Defect(s) 

 Damaged
1
 or deflated air bag. 

 Cracked or broken main spring leaf or more than one broken spring leaf. 

 Part of spring leaf or suspension is missing, shifted out of place or in contact with 
another vehicle component. 

 Loose U-bolt. 

     patched, cut, bruised, cracked to braid, mounted insecurely. 

Tires 

Defect(s) 

 Damaged tread or sidewall of tire. 

 Tire leaking (if leak can be felt or heard, tire is to be treated as 
flat). 

 

Major Defect(s) 

 Flat tire. 

 Tire tread depth is less than wear limit. 

 Tire is in contact with another tire or any vehicle component other than mud-flap. 

 Tire is marked “Not for highway use”. 

 Tire has exposed cords in the tread or outer side wall area. 

Wheels, Hubs and Fasteners 

Defect(s) 

 Hub oil below minimum level. (When fittedwith sight glass.) 

 Leaking wheel seal. 

Major Defect(s) 

 Wheel has loose, missing or ineffective fastener. 

 Damaged, cracked or broken wheel, rim or attaching part. 

 Evidence of imminent wheel, hub or bearing failure. 

 Windshield Wiper/Washer 

Defect(s) 

 Control or system malfunction. 

 Wiper blade damaged, missing or fails to adequately clear 
driver’s field of vision. 

 

Major Defect(s) 

When necessary for prevailing weather condition. 

 Wiper or washer fails to adequately clear driver’s field of vision in area swept by 
driver’s side wiper. 

 

LET’S NOT BE THIS GUY LOL!!!! 
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WHY IS TRANSPORTATION OF DANGEROUS GOODS IN PLACE AND WHO 

DOES IT PROTECT? 

INTRODUCTION  
Every day in Alberta approximately 150,000 m3 of petroleum crude oil and 360 MM m3 of natural 
gas are produced. Of these amounts an estimated minimum 10% of the crude, which includes gas 
condensates (a quantity equal to 15,000,000 l) ends up being transported by road daily.  
In addition to this traffic there is also a 'reverse flow' of produced water/brine solution, in 
quantities approximately the same as the crude, being taken back for disposal down former 
producing wells. While the brine is not regulated by Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG) 
Regulations (federal), the residue of crude left in the tank is regulated.  
 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION  
In the oil patch there are two major means of transporting oil and gas products, namely by 
gathering lines / pipelines and by truck from battery to either a distribution point such as a 
pipeline terminal or a cleaning plant.  
Pipeline operations are regulated under the Pipeline Act [RSA 2000]. Road traffic comes under the 
jurisdiction of the TDG Act and Regulations which are applicable at any time the dangerous goods 
are in the transportation mode.  
 
PURPOSE OF THE TDG ACT  
The purpose of the TDG Act and Regulations is to promote public safety when dangerous goods 
are being transported by road, rail, sea and air. For instance, if a transport vehicle carrying 
dangerous goods is involved in an accident, the placards on the vehicle and the dangerous goods 
documentation (which must be kept in the cab of the vehicle) will help the emergency responders 
(e.g., fire, police) deal with the situation in the safest manner possible.  
 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY AND INFORMATION LINE  
Alberta Transportation, Dangerous Goods and Rail Safety Branch, maintains an emergency and 

information line. The Co-ordination and Information Centre (CIC) provides technical 

interpretations of the TDG Regulations as well as assistance in determining proper classification, 

documentation, safety marks and training requirements. They are available on a 24 hour basis at 

422-9600 in Edmonton, or toll free in Alberta at 1-800-272-9600. 
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HID # NM # DATE SUBMITTED BY LOCATION DESCRIPTION
ROOT

CAUSE
FOLLOW UP ACTIONS

PERSON 

RESPONSIBLE

DATE

CLOSED

NM1801 7-Jan-18 Jason Coumont CNRL

Turning right off of Emerson Trail onto 

RR95. Went as wide as I could turning 

off of Emerson Trail, as soon as the 

truck was on RR95, it started to slide 

towards the left ditch.  I stopped the 

truck and backed up about 2 feet so 

the steering tires would not go into the 

ditch.  The trailer ended up sliding into 

the ditch. Stopped and called dispatch. 

Off loaded 14m3 into unit 130. Was 

able to drive out of ditch after the off 

load.

42

This specific corner is very tight, so 

ensure to take as wide of turns as 

possible.

Jason Coumont 7-Jan-18

HID1802 8-Jan-18 Trevor Cook Encana

Went to location and sat on side of the 

location for 7hrs until coil was ready. 

Got woke up and rigged in, was told 

there was no shower and pumped 2 

nights previous with no shower. Had no 

safety meeting and went directly into 

pumping. 

22, 61

Took matters into my own hands and 

put shower stairs down and made 

sure it was functioning. Made sure 

pump operator new how to run it 

before starting to pump acid.

Trevor Cook 8-Jan-18

HID1803 10-Jan-18 Ed Ophus Encana

Minus 45 degrees wind on location, 

inserts on camlocks were shrunk, all 

were leaking

51
Used cheaters on cam locks and all 

good.
Ed Ophus 10-Jan-18

HID1804 18-Jan-18 Trevor Cook Secure

Kept on doing jobs on wells that 

required crawling on wellhead to do 

swedge and rig in pumper

22 Asked for stairs around the wellhead Trevor Cook 18-Jan-18

HID1805 24-Jan-18 Ed Ophus Velvet

Parked and unloading acid beside twin 

pumper. Pumper suction manifold 

cracked and started leaking acid real 

bad

29

Shut in my pump and sumps.  Left 

area until they flushed and isolated 

side that was leaking

Ed Ophus 24-Jan-18

NM1806 25-Jan-18 Rick Cartier Taqa

Left location and hit hwy 49 heading 

east towards spirit river.  Snow plow 

came towards me with lots of snow 

flying. 6 vehicles behind them and 

seen headlights in my lane. Hit brakes. 

Some vehicles were passing with poor 

visibility

58

Stay alert at all times and drive 

defensively. Always be aware of other 

drivers

Rick Cartier 25-Jan-18

Avalanche Acid Hauling HID/NMLog 2018
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HID # NM # DATE SUBMITTED BY LOCATION DESCRIPTION
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CAUSE
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PERSON 

RESPONSIBLE

DATE

CLOSED

Avalanche Acid Hauling HID/NMLog 2018
 

NM1807 25-Jan-18 Rick Cartier Encana

Drive to Whitcourt to get acid. Snowing 

and blowing snow. Poor visibility. Truck 

passed me and before he got by, 

started to swerve into my lane. Had to 

hit brakes so didn’t clip front of truck.

36,58

Stay alert at all times and drive 

defensively. Always be aware of other 

drivers

Rick Cartier 25-Jan-18

HID1808 26-Jan-18 Ed Ophus Encana

Chemical blend tote cam locks on the 

2" suction were coming loose and ears 

were opening

61

Talked to plant worker and he 

ordered straps for around the cam 

ears.

Ed Ophus 26-Jan-18

NM1809 30-Jan-18 Jason Merkowsky ARC
Snowy road and got snow blind and 

slide off road
58

Drive as per road conditions and 

slowly. Take your time

Jason 

Merkowsky
30-Jan-18

HID1810 31-Jan-18 Ed Ophus ARC

Bulk plant operator asked me to 

circulate my truck tank and then while 

doing this go on top of my tank and 

add powder

33,34

Refused to do this, would not leave 

my pump circulating while on top of 

my tank. Plant operator needs to go 

on top of the tank to do this task.

Ed Ophus 31-Jan-18


