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10 REASONS WHY HEALTH & SAFETY IS IMPORTANT? 
1. SAFETY PROGRAMS CREATE PRODUCTIVE WORK ENVIRONMENTS 

Properly managed safety programs show commitment to safety by the management in turn creating a 

great safety culture where everyone ‘wants’ to be safe. 

2. ABSENTEEISM DROPS WHEN EFFECTIVE SAFETY PROGRAMS ARE INTRODUCED 

Workers want to work in a safe environment; absenteeism drops when effective safety programs are 

introduced. 

3. WORK PREMISES ARE KEPT TO HIGHER STANDARDS 

Work premises are kept to higher standards for safety, cleanliness, and housekeeping 

4. A SAFE WORK ENVIRONMENT PRODUCES HAPPIER EMPLOYEES 

A safe work environment produces happier employees; everyone wants to go home safe each day. 

5. EMPLOYEE INSURANCE CLAIMS DECREASE IN SAFE WORK ENVIRONMENTS 

Worker Compensation insurance claims decrease, in turn lowering WCB Rates. This is a benefit to any 

company that must pre-qualify to work; a lower rate gives you a better grade with your clients. 

6. A COMPANY’S MOST VALUABLE ASSET IS PROTECTED — ITS PEOPLE 
 
7. SAFETY PROGRAMS ENABLE A COMPANY TO WIN AND RETAIN BUSINESS CUSTOMERS 
 
8. SAFETY PROGRAMS CREATE AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS ARE 
CONSIDERED, ENCOURAGED AND IMPLEMENTED 

In turn, workers feel like they are part of the safety solution. 

9. SAFE WORK ENVIRONMENTS ENHANCE THE BRAND VALUE AND GOODWILL FOR A COMPANY 

Enables a company to win and retain business customers. Clients want to work with companies that are safe (less 

downtime due to incidents). 

10. SAFETY REDUCES BUSINESS COSTS AND DISRUPTION 

Reducing business costs creates productive work environments. 

 

SAFETY TOPICS 
 

P.1- 10 Reasons why Health and 

Safety is Important  

P.2- Wild Fire Season  

P.3- Wild Fire Season 

P.4-H2S Release and Rescue 

procedures 

P.5- H2S Release and Rescue 

procedures 

P.6- H2S Release and Rescue 

procedures 

P.7 – Safety Bulletin  

P.8-DD- Railway Crossings 

P.9-12-JSA Review- Baker 

Hughes Loading Procedures 

P.13-14 – Hazard id review 

 

 

 

 

ENSURE ALL EMPLOYEES AND SUB-CONTRACTORS WORKING FOR AVALANCHE ACID REVIEW THIS NEWSLETTER. 
IT IS A KEY PART OF OUR SAFETY PROGRAM 

MONTHLY HEALTH & SAFETY NEWSLETTER  
MARCH 2018 VOL.03 

SAFETY SUGGESTIONS/CONCERNS 

If there is a topic or item that you 
would like either reviewed in a 

monthly newsletter or discussed at 
the quarterly safety meetings; 
please fill out suggestions and 

concerns form and please drop a 
note in the Safety Basket and we 
will do our best to accommodate 

your safety requests. 

Proud Members Of 
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WILDFIRE SEASON 
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WILDFIRE SEASON 
 

Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) and grass fires 

Alberta’s Wildfire Season is starting on March 1. The Office of the Fire Commissioner, municipalities and fire 
departments across Alberta, Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, and Alberta FireSmart are all working to help raise 

awareness about wildfire - Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) and grass fires. 

 

During the 2017 fire season the Alberta government responded to 1,231 wildfires that burned more than 49,134 
hectares. 

Preparing for the threat of wildfire is a shared responsibility. You can do your part: 

• Dispose of debris and lawn clippings quickly to reduce fuel for fire. Don’t let them linger. 
• Clear leaves and other vegetative debris from roofs, gutters, porches and decks. This helps prevent embers 

from igniting your home. 
• Remove dead vegetation and other items from under your deck or porch, and within 10 feet of the house. 
• Remove flammable materials (wood piles, propane tanks) within 30 feet of your home’s foundation and 

outbuildings, including garages and sheds. If it can catch fire, don’t let it touch your house, deck or porch. 
• Prune trees so the lowest branches are 6 to 10 feet from the ground. Wildfire can spread to tree tops. 

If you spot a wildfire, call 310-FIRE(3473) 
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RYDER BULLETIN 

In February of 2018, a driver was going down a highway when a piece of dunnage flew from a passing by truck. The 

driver was alert and able to react appropriately however still caused a broken windshield and some minor 

scratches and scraps. 

o All drivers to be aware of load securement and ensure everything is stowed in a way to not cause an 

accidental release.  

o Section 3(3)(c) specifies that the cargo securement system must be inspected after the first 80 km 

from being loaded, when the vehicle has been driven 240 kilometres of travel or every 3 hours 

whichever comes first and must be documented in your logbook  
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  SAFETY BULLETIN!!! 
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                       DEFENSIVE DRIVING INTRODUCTION 

STOPPING AT RAILWAY CROSSINGS 
All railway crossings on public roads are marked with large red and white “X” signs. Watch for these signs and be prepared to 
stop. You may also see yellow advance warning signs and large “X” pavement markings ahead of railway crossings. Some 
railway crossings have flashing signal lights and some use gates or barriers to keep drivers from crossing the tracks when a 
train is coming. Some less-travelled crossings have stop signs posted. Remember it can take up to two kilometres for a train 
to stop under full emergency braking. On private roads, railway crossings may not be marked, so watch carefully. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
When you come to a railway crossing, remember: 

• Slow down, listen and look both ways to make sure the way is clear before crossing the tracks.  

• If a train is coming, stop at least five metres from the nearest rail or gate. Do not cross the track until you are sure the train 

or trains have passed. 

• Never race a train to a crossing. 

• If there are signal lights, wait until they stop flashing and, if the crossing has a gate or barrier, wait until it rises before you 

cross the tracks.  

• Never drive around, under or through a railway gate or barrier while it is down, being lowered or being raised. It is illegal and 

dangerous. 

• Avoid stopping in the middle of railway tracks; for example, in heavy traffic, make sure you have enough room to cross the 

tracks completely before you begin. 

• Avoid shifting gears while crossing tracks.  

• If you get trapped on a crossing, immediately get everyone out and away from the vehicle. Move to a safe place and then 

contact authorities. 

• Most buses and other public vehicles are required to stop at railway crossings that are not protected by gates, signal lights or 

a stop sign. School buses must stop at railway crossings whether or not they are protected by gates or signal lights. Watch for 

these buses and be prepared to stop behind them. 

• If you are approaching a railway crossing with a stop sign, you must stop unless otherwise directed by a flagman. 
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BAKER HUGHES (CLAIRMONT) LOADING PROCEDURES FOR TRI-QUAD AND TRI-TRI 

Tools/Equipment/Material Required:  Tank truck 

# Job Steps Hazards Associated Controls 
Persons 

Responsible 
1. Pull up to security gate.  Call 

phone number on gate if not 
open.  Proceed when access is 
granted. 

-Watch for equipment or people moving -Be aware of your surroundings 
 Operators / Drivers 

2. 

Drive between the buildings 
and turn left.  The chemical 
bulk plant is the last building 
on the left.  

- Watch for Equipment or people moving - Be aware of your surroundings 

Operators / Drivers 

3. 

Stop, set brakes and don 
appropriate safety gear.  Go 
and talk to the operator.   

- Watch for equipment or people moving 
-Watch overhead door 
-Ensure overhead door is fully open 

- Ensure proper PPE-fire retardant coverall, 
rubber suit, rubber boots, safety goggles, hard 
hat, and rubber gloves. 
- Parking brake 
- Be aware of your surroundings  

Operators / Drivers 

4. 

Pull onto the acid loading pad.  
Find out what compartment 
fluid is going into and 
volumes. 

- Watch for chemicals on the ground, totes with chemicals, 
vapors. 
-Watch for equipment or people moving 
 

- Ensure proper PPE-fire retardant coverall, 
rubber suit, rubber boots, safety goggles, hard 
hat, and rubber gloves. 
- Parking brake 
- Be aware of your surroundings  
-Watch for trip hazards and spills 

Operators / Drivers 

5. 

Prior to loading set out chock 
blocks and ground cables.  Set 
out drip trays under vent line 
and hose connections. Ensure 
all fittings are stainless steel 
and acid compatible. Connect 
load hose to appropriate 
container to load chemical. 

- Watch for chemicals on the ground, totes with chemicals, 
vapors. 
-Watch for equipment or people moving 
-Slip/Trip/Fall 

- Ensure proper PPE-fire retardant coverall, 
rubber suit, rubber boots, safety goggles, hard 
hat, and rubber gloves. 
- Be aware of your surroundings  
-Watch for trip hazards and spills 
 
 
 
 
 

Operators / Drivers 

  



 

11 

 

AVALANCHE ACID MONTHLY HEALTH & SAFETY NEWSLETTER  

 
 

  

BAKER HUGHES (CLAIRMONT) LOADING PROCEDURES FOR TRI-QUAD AND TRI-TRI CONTINUED 

6. Enter cab of truck and engage 
PTO for pump and don 
respirator.   

- Watch for chemicals on the ground, totes with chemicals, 
vapors. 
-Watch for equipment or people moving 
-Slip/Trip/Fall 

- Ensure proper PPE-fire retardant coverall, 
rubber suit, rubber boots, safety goggles, hard 
hat, and rubber gloves and respirator 
- Parking brake 
- Be aware of your surroundings  
-Watch for trip hazards and spills 

Operators / Drivers 

7. Ensure vent lines are 
uncapped and open.  Open 
appropriate sump, engage 
pump to load and open 
manual load line valve.  

- Leaks/Spills 
-Connection not tight/leaking or detaching 
-fire, fumes, splashes 
-mechanical breakdowns 
-pinch points 
-hose or connection failures 
-over pressure tank 

- Ensure proper PPE-fire retardant coverall, 
rubber suit, rubber boots, safety goggles, hard 
hat, and rubber gloves and respirator 
-Never sit in truck when loading 
-watch under truck for leaks 
-be aware of your surroundings and pay 
attention to job at hand 
-ensure connections are tight and secure 
-be aware of hand placement when tightening 
connections 
-ensure vents are open 
-properly grounded  

Operators / Drivers 

8. When all chemicals are 
loaded into appropriate 
compartments, disconnect 
load line while pump is still 
engaged.  Immediately cap 
load hose and close manual 
load line valve.  Close sump 
and vent lines.  Shut pump 
off. 

- Leaks/Spills 
-Connection not tight/leaking or detaching 
-fire, fumes, splashes 
-mechanical breakdowns 
-pinch points 
-hose or connection failures 
-over pressure tank 

- Ensure proper PPE-fire retardant coverall, 
rubber suit, rubber boots, safety goggles, hard 
hat, and rubber gloves and respirator 
-Never sit in truck when loading 
-watch under truck for leaks 
-be aware of your surroundings and pay 
attention to job at hand 
-ensure connections are tight and secure 
-be aware of hand placement when tightening 
connections 
-ensure vents are open 
-properly grounded  
 

Operators / Drivers 
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WAITING ON HID  
  

BAKER HUGHES (CLAIRMONT) LOADING PROCEDURES FOR TRI-QUAD AND TRI-TRI - CONTINUED 
 

9. Circulate as required.  See 
Safe Job Procedure for 
circulating tanks.  Sample.  
Close sample line. 

- Leaks/Spills 
-Connection not tight/leaking or detaching 
-fire, fumes, splashes 
-mechanical breakdowns 
-pinch points 
-hose or connection failures 
-over pressure tank 

- Ensure proper PPE-fire retardant coverall, 
rubber suit, rubber boots, safety goggles, hard 
hat, and rubber gloves and respirator 
-Never sit in truck when loading 
-watch under truck for leaks 
-be aware of your surroundings and pay 
attention to job at hand 
-ensure connections are tight and secure 
-be aware of hand placement when tightening 
connections 
-ensure vents are open 
-properly grounded  

Operators / Drivers 

10. Get paperwork -Watch for equipment or people moving -Be aware of your surroundings 
 

Operators / Drivers 

     

     

Safety Items Required Risk Assessment 

X Basic PPE - Hard Hat, Safety Glasses, Gloves, Steel Toed Boots, 
FR Coveralls, Ear Plugs 

HIGH HAZARD 
A condition or practice likely to cause: 

• Permanent disability or loss of life 

• Significant loss or damage to property, equipment, or vehicles greater than 
$10,000.00 

• Environmental release that impacts off-site property or any waterways 

• Any media that may escalate to provincial coverage 
Action to be Taken: 

Quick action or attention is required to reduce the hazard to a level as low as practicable. 
Supervisor must be informed before work proceeds 

  SCBA/SABA    Goggles / Face Shield 

  Signs/Barriers    Apron / Rubber Gloves 

  Lock Out    Harness / Fall Protection 

  Permits    First Aid Kit 

 Ventilation   Fire Extinguisher 

  Reflective Vest   Spotter 
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HID # NM # DATE SUBMITTED BY LOCATION DESCRIPTION
ROOT

CAUSE
FOLLOW UP ACTIONS

PERSON 

RESPONSIBLE

DATE

CLOSED

Avalanche Acid Hauling HID/NMLog 2018
 

NM1807 25-Jan-18 Rick Cartier Encana

Drive to Whitcourt to get acid. Snowing 

and blowing snow. Poor visibility. Truck 

passed me and before he got by, 

started to swerve into my lane. Had to 

hit brakes so didn’t clip front of truck.

36,58

Stay alert at all times and drive 

defensively. Always be aware of other 

drivers

Rick Cartier 25-Jan-18

HID1808 26-Jan-18 Ed Ophus Encana

Chemical blend tote cam locks on the 

2" suction were coming loose and ears 

were opening

61

Talked to plant worker and he 

ordered straps for around the cam 

ears.

Ed Ophus 26-Jan-18

NM1809 30-Jan-18 Jason Merkowsky ARC
Snowy road and got snow blind and 

slide off road
58

Drive as per road conditions and 

slowly. Take your time

Jason 

Merkowsky
30-Jan-18

HID1810 31-Jan-18 Ed Ophus ARC

Bulk plant operator asked me to 

circulate my truck tank and then while 

doing this go on top of my tank and 

add powder

33,34

Refused to do this, would not leave 

my pump circulating while on top of 

my tank. Plant operator needs to go 

on top of the tank to do this task.

Ed Ophus 31-Jan-18


