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CARGO & PLACARDS REVIEW 

INSPECTING OUR CARGO PERIODICALLY THROUGHOUT OUR 
WORK-SHIFT 

 

• Did you know that legislation requires all  

Drivers of commercial vehicles to inspect  

their cargo at certain intervals throughout  

the work-shift!   

o Section 3(3)(c) specifies that the cargo 

securement system must be inspected  

after the first 80 km from being loaded, when the vehicle has 

been driven 240 kilometres of travel or every 3 hours whichever 

comes first and must be documented in your logbook  

 

• Cargo includes hoses, choke blocks, tools, fittings, fire extinguishers 

AND THE LOADS IN OUR TANKS 

 

• Legislation also requires that when operating a commercial vehicle on 

oilfield, private, and government gravel roads that before we pull out 

onto any highway that we inspect our cargo, at the same time let’s take 

the extra minute and clean off our placards. 

 

• Legislation also states that when travelling on all roadways that 

authorities and the public must be able to read our placards on all sides 

of our truck trailer units at all times.  

 

INSPECT YOUR CARGO AND CLEAN YOUR PLACARDS 
 

  

SAFETY TOPICS 

PG.1 – Cargo & Placards 
Review 

PG.2 – DD: When Do 
Collisions With Wildlife Occur  

PG.3 – DD: When Do 
Collisions With Wildlife Occur  

PG.4 – DD: When Do 
Collisions With Wildlife Occur  

PG.5 – Ryder Meeting Review  

PG.6 – Ryder Meeting Review 
Continued  

PG.7 – Ryder Meeting Review 
Continued  

PG.8 – JSA Review: Water 
Loading Procedure  

PG.9 – JSA Review: Water 
Loading Procedure Continued 

PG.10 – HID Review  

PG.11 – HID/NM/PR Review  

 

ENSURE ALL EMPLOYEES AND SUB-CONTRACTORS WORKING FOR AVALANCHE ACID REVIEW THIS NEWSLETTER. 
IT IS A KEY PART OF OUR SAFETY PROGRAM 

MONTHLY HEALTH & SAFETY NEWSLETTER 
MAY 2020 VOL.5 

SAFETY SUGGESTIONS/CONCERNS 

If there is a topic or item that you 
would like either reviewed in a 
monthly newsletter or discussed at 
the quarterly safety meetings; 
please fill out suggestions and 
concerns form and please drop a 
note in the Safety Basket and we will 
do our best to accommodate your 

safety requests. 

Proud Members 
Of 
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  DEFENSIVE DRIVING – WHEN DO COLLISIONS WITH WILDLIFE 
OCCUR CONTINUED 

It is important for motorists to have information about the factors that influence animal behaviour. This will lead 
to an increased level of understanding about when, where and why wildlife is most likely to be present near the 
road. 

Animals are active 24 hours of the day, and all year round, but past records kept by the Insurance Corporation of 
British Columbia (ICBC) and the BC Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (BC MoT) Wildlife Accident 
Reporting System (WARS) show that there are some peak times when wildlife vehicle collisions may be more likely 
and drivers should be especially alert. 

TIME OF DAY 

In the Southern Interior of BC, data from ICBC shows that about 45% of all collisions with wildlife occur between 
7:00 p.m. and midnight. 

In Alberta, over the last 5 years, 35% of all collisions involving animals occurred between 7:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. 
Fridays have 15.8% of all collisions. 

Most literature suggests that dusk and dawn are traditionally times of high wildlife vehicle collisions. Light levels 
are low, and animals are active at these times. 

Deer are involved in approximately 80% of wildlife vehicle collisions. There are two distinct high risk times for deer 
crashes. May and November have the highest rates of deer collisions. 

Moose are involved in approximately 7% of all wildlife vehicle collisions. Due to the extremely large size of these 
animals, (a mature bull moose may weigh up to 500 kg - 1200 lbs), there is a significant chance that a moose-
vehicle collision will result in a human fatality.  

Moose collisions peak in December and January, with the rest occurring between October and March. Collision 
peaks coincide with times of high snowfall along highways that are actively cleared of snow.  

There is also an collision peak in June/July, which may be due to pregnant cows moving to calving grounds or the 
attraction of moose to roadside mineral licks.  

 
  

The driver sustained serious neck injuries in this 
collision with a moose. 

Photo courtesy of Fort George Highway Rescue Society. 
Collision occurred on Highway 97,  
north of Summit Lake, BC, in 2004 
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DEFENSIVE DRIVING – WHEN DO COLLISIONS WITH WILDLIFE 
OCCUR CONTINUED 

Elk are involved in approximately 3% of wildlife vehicle collisions,  

which have collision patterns similar to moose.  

There is an collision peak between December and February, with a  

secondary peak in May.  

The winter peak coincides with times of high snowfall, when  

elk are found beside the highways.  

Bears are involved in approximately 3% of all collisions. 

August, September and October are the peak months for bear-vehicle collisions.  

There is a depletion of natural food sources at higher elevations near the end of summer which causes bears to 

move into the valley bottoms in search of food. 

 

 

 

 

 
Bighorn sheep are at high risk of collision between November and February, with intermittent peaks in April and 
June.  

In the early summer, bighorn sheep begin to move out of the valleys, feeding near the highways, on their way to 
higher elevations for lambing. 

In the fall, they begin to move back in preparation for the rut. 

 

  

 

 

Dead black bear on Deadman Flats, 

Highway 1,  

just east of Banff National Park, AB 

Photo courtesy of Ernie Kroeger 
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  DEFENSIVE DRIVING – WHEN DO COLLISIONS WITH WILDLIFE 
OCCUR CONTINUED 

TIME OF YEAR - SEASON 

Spring 

The early green up of vegetation in the ditches along the side of the road, is an attractive source of forage for many 

wildlife species, and is a major factor in one of the highest risk times of the year. Also, the birthing season means 

that there are many inexperienced animals near the roads. About half of deer fatalities occur in the spring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer 

Forest fires which destroy habitat; drought; and dry, hot weather that reduces forage availability at higher 

elevations all cause increased animal movement at this time of year. 

Fall  

Many animal species are on the move during the mating season causing an increased hazard. Animals "in the rut" 

may exhibit erratic or aggressive behaviour. 

Winter 

As snow levels increase at higher elevations, animals move to their winter range in the valley bottoms. Many 

human transportation corridors are located in these same valley bottoms. Road salt attracts wildlife onto the road 

surface and rights of way. Once animals are on or near the road, their ability to move off the road can be impaired 

by snow accumulations due to plowing. 
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  RYDER MEETING REVIEW: MAY 6, 2020 

ALCOHOL-BASED HAND SANITIZER WARNING  
This report is in relation to a Company customer with an employee who used alcohol-based hand gel sanitizer, as 

per the current recommendations for COVID-19 personal hygiene requirements.  

After application, but before the liquid sanitizer had fully evaporated and dried, the individual touched a metal 

surface where a build-up of static created an ignition source and the sanitizer ignited, resulting in an almost 

invisible flame on both hands.  

The individual managed to extinguish the flames but was left with first and second degree burns (see picture).  

WHAT WENT WRONG?  
Hand sanitizer gels contain concentrations of alcohol. Once the hand sanitizer is applied, individuals must  

make sure the gel has suitable time to dry.  

In the interest of safety, remember that alcohol vapours can ignite if exposed to an ignition source, such as light 

switches or cigarette lighters.  

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
a. When using the alcohol-based hand gel sanitizers, ensure the gel is given suitable time to fully dry/evaporate.  

b. Avoid touching any surface until the gel has fully dried. Any form of ignition source has the potential to cause 

the same issues as experienced by the individual.  

c. If unsure about using the alcohol-based sanitizers, washing hands with hot soapy water has the same effect as 

the hand gel.  
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  RYDER MEETING REVIEW: MAY 6, 2020 CONTINUED 
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  RYDER MEETING REVIEW: MAY 6, 2020 CONTINUED 
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WATER LOADING PROCEDURE 

Tools/Equipment/Material Required :  Tank truck, Hoses, Drip Trays 
Reviewed by: Andrew Quigley Jamie Wojcichowsky  
Developed Date: May 7 2020 

# Job Steps Hazards Associated Controls 
Persons 

Responsible 

1. 

Arrive on location, check in with 
medic (if applicable) and sign on to 
permits or other applicable 
document and position Truck. 

- Ground personnel 

- Barricaded areas 

- Congestion 

- Rolling vehicles  

- Always speak with company rep. before entering to be 
aware of all hazards on the worksite (site orientation) 

- Use spotters and good communication when backing up 
and when site is congested 

- Complete a JHA  

- Ensure chock blocks are utilized 

Operator / Driver 

3. 
Engage PTO to allow system to warm 
up 

- Defective Equipment - -Let warm up for 10 minutes  
Operators / Drivers 

4. 

Make sure sump valves are closed. 
Move boom to overhead 
compartment for loading and confirm 
volume loading per compartment 
with customer. 

- Slip, trips and falls 

- Pinch points 

- Over exertion 

- Possible fluid in the hoses (leaks) 

- Connect all hoses slowly and stay out of the line of fire, 
making sure drip trays are under all connections. 

- Ensure to wear steel toe Rubber boots, hard hats, FR 
rated rain suit, gloves, hearing protection, ice cleats when 
required 

- Ensure proper ergonomics and lifting procedures are 
followed 

Operators / Drivers 

5. 

Check water tank level gauge as back 
up. Turn on titan gauges and check 
volume. Open 3” brass ball valve and 
start to pump the water  

- Slips, trips, falls 

- Pinch points 

- Over Exertion 

- Leaks / Spills 

- Ensure to wear steel toe Rubber boots, hard hats, FR 
rated rain suit, gloves, hearing protection, ice cleats when 
required 

- Ensure secondary containments at all connections and 
spill kits are available. If leaks are present suck back the 
fluid and close all lines and sumps 

Operators / Drivers 

6. 

When the volume desired is getting 
close, slowly pinch in 3” brass ball 
valve. Once loaded, close valve and 
shut off valve.  
 

- Slips, trips, falls 

- Pinch points 

- Over Exertion 

- Leaks / Spills 

- Ensure to wear steel toe Rubber boots, hard hats, FR 
rated rain suit, gloves, hearing protection, ice cleats when 
required 

- Ensure secondary containments at all connections and 
spill kits are available. If leaks are present suck back the 
fluid and close all lines and sumps 

- Ensure proper ergonomics and lifting procedures are 
followed 

Operators / Drivers 
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WATER LOADING PROCEDURE - CONTINUED 

Tools/Equipment/Material Required :  Tank truck, Hoses, Drip Trays 
Reviewed by: Andrew Quigley Jamie Wojcichowsky  
Developed Date: May 7 2020 

# Job Steps Hazards Associated Controls 
Persons 

Responsible 

7. 

Swing boom back to the wall and 
secure so it doesn’t swing back out 
into the truck/trailer 

- Slips, trips, falls 

- Pinch points 

- Over Exertion 

 

- Ensure to wear steel toe Rubber boots, hard hats, FR rated rain 

suit, gloves, hearing protection, ice cleats when required 

- Ensure proper ergonomics and lifting procedures are followed 

- Ensure proper ergonomics and lifting procedures are followed 

Operators / Drivers 

9. 

Remove wheel chocks and ground cables, 
complete thorough inspection to ensure 
cargo securement and all valves/hatches 
are shut and capped. 

- Slip, trips and falls 

- Pinch points 

- Over exertion 

- Ensure to wear steel toe Rubber boots, hard hats, FR rated rain suit, 

gloves, hearing protection, full face mask with cartridges, ice cleats when 

required 

- Use proper ergonomics when lifting 

Operator / Driver 

Safety Items Required 
X Basic PPE - Hard Hat, Safety Glasses, Gloves, Steel Toed Boots, FR Coveralls, Ear Plugs 

 SCBA/SABA  Spotter X  First Aid Kit X Full face/cartridges 

X Signs/Barriers   Reflective Vest X Permits X Chemical Apron / Rubber Gloves 

 Lock Out Equipment   Harness / Fall Protection X Chemical boots X Goggles / Face Shield 

X Ventilation X  Fire Extinguisher X On-site shower facilities   

DO NOT SUCK TANK BELOW 4M3 
TROUBLE SHOOTING 

• Red light on at any time means the burner has a problem starting 

• Siren will sound if the water level is below 4m3 in the tank 

• If the water level is below 4m3, the burner won’t start because water is below the heater tubes 

• Water temperature shut off is set to 30 degrees or 86 Fahrenheit 

• Small box, left of burner on skid beside the siren has two RED buttons 
O Left side button is to test siren and red light 
O Right side is to reset burner 

• To restart burner, push the restart button 

• Take the white cover off the burner and push the button in the center of the burner and allow 5-10sec for the fac to start then the burner will ignite. Always 
reinstall the white cover. 

• Ensure doors are closed at all times, heat tape, pump and heaters have power in the winter months to avoid freezing. 
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HID # DATE 
SUBMITTED 

BY 
LOCATION DESCRIPTION FOLLOW UP ACTIONS 

PERSON  
RESPONSIBLE 

DATE 
CLOSED 

2001 17-Feb-20 Brad Popma  Blue Ridge  
Log trucks not calling KMs and 

hogging roads.  
All drivers need to ensure the 

road radios are utilized. 
Brad Popma  17-Feb-20 

2003 27-Feb-20 Kendall Carlson  Ocean Yard  

Loading KCL 3% and did not get a 
BOL from Ocean. I asked for one 

and he told me that I have to supply 
it myself.  

Contacted office to inform them 
about the issue. 

Kendall 
Carlson  

27-Feb-20 

2004 28-Feb-20 Kendall Carlson  Secure  

Waiting at Secure yard to find out 
information. Secure's yard moved 

across the street to the east, which 
no one had told me.  

Contacted Secure for new 
location.  

Kendall 
Carlson  

28-Feb-20 

2005 2-Mar-20   Grande Prairie Radio on Unit 132 does not transmit.  
Get radio fixed and always check 

all equipment before leaving.  
  2-Mar-20 

2006 3-Mar-20 Paul Taylor  Hwy 723 
Roads were very icy and vehicles 

there was vehicles in the ditch. 
Drive with caution and to road 

conditions  
Paul Taylor  3-Mar-20 

2008 5-Mar-20 Rodney Pearce  
3-26-68-7W6   

NuVista  

While disconnecting load hose from 
the tank, pumper operator walked 
into the hot zone to close his tank 

valve.  

Stopped the pumper operator and 
informed him to stay out of the 

hot zone.  

Rodney 
Pearce  

5-Mar-20 

2009 5-Mar-20 Ted Kenny  14-20-72-9W6 
Observed a 3rd party hauler backing 

up with no spotter.  
Always utilize a spotter when 

possible.  
Ted Kenny  5-Mar-20 

2010 6-Mar-20 Ted Kenny  4-32-59-20W5 
Fluid Pro body job was backing up to 

fuel tank with no spotter.  
Assisted the Fluid Pro driver by 

being his spotter to avoid impact.  
Ted Kenny  6-Mar-20 

2011 9-Mar-20 Ted Kenny  Kearl Lake  
3rd party personnel on site not 

wearing full PPE.  
Always wear all PPE required Ted Kenny  9-Mar-20 

2012 9-Mar-20 Brad Popma  
Source 
Energy  

When attempting to descend the 
ladder from the top of the tank it 

poses a fall hazard. Witnessed a 3rd 
party driver loose grip and fall from 

top of the tank. 

Ensure that you are always using 
3pt contact.  

Brad Popma  9-Mar-20 

2013 11-Mar-20 Lucas Anderson  Hwy 97 
Weather changes throughout the 
day made the roads very wet and 

slippery. 

Drive with caution and to road 
conditions  

Lucas 
Anderson  

11-Mar-20 
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HID # DATE 
SUBMITTED 

BY 
LOCATION DESCRIPTION FOLLOW UP ACTIONS 

PERSON  
RESPONSIBLE 

DATE 
CLOSED 

2014 12-Mar-20 Lucas Anderson  14-20-72-9W6 
Encana rep was in hot zone while 
pumping acid and not wearing the 

required PPE while off loading acid.  

Informed him to stay out of the 
hot zone and always wear 

required PPE. 

Lucas 
Anderson  

12-Mar-20 

2016 16-Mar-20 Kendall Carlson  
11-18-65-

22W5 
Arrived at new site and there was 

not very much room to back into site. 
Always utilize a spotter when 

possible.  
Kendall 
Carlson  

16-Mar-20 

2017 16-Mar-20 
Michael 

Hemeyer 
Grande Prairie Ladder railings are slippery.  

Add slip tape to ladder and use 3 
pt contact at all times.  

Michael 
Hemeyer 

16-Mar-20 

2018 30-Mar-20 Kendall Carlson  
16-21-77-

26W6 
While backing up onsite, there were 
2 different individuals spotting me.  

Before backing up, communicate 
with everyone around you and 
designate one spotter to avoid 

confusion.  

Kendall 
Carlson  

30-Mar-20 

 

NM # DATE 
SUBMITTED 

BY 
LOCATION DESCRIPTION FOLLOW UP ACTIONS 

PERSON  
RESPONSIBLE 

DATE 
CLOSED 

2002 21-Feb-20 Brad Popma  NuVista  
Warming temperatures caused 

vapours in hose to expand and shot 
hose cap across containment.  

Ensure negative pressure in hose 
to give a buffer for fumes to 

expand 

Brad Popma  21-Feb-20 

2015 13-Mar-20 Brad Popma  
Avalanche 

Yard  

3rd party driver opened the vent 
system before offloading several 

cubes. The drivers action resulted in 
2 other drivers getting a blast of acid 
fumes and residual spray to the face.  

Always follow proper unloading 
procedures.  

Brad Popma  13-Mar-20 

 

PR # DATE 
SUBMITTED 

BY 
LOCATION DESCRIPTION FOLLOW UP ACTIONS 

PERSON  
RESPONSIBLE 

DATE 
CLOSED 

2007 5-Mar-20 Darcy Hotte  
Avalanche 

Yard  

Paul was loading water at the shop. 
He used chock blocks and was 

wearing full PPE.  
Good Job! Darcy Hotte 5-Mar-20 

 


